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Section 3/H)/e)

up the spilled wine or drink that is not yet absorbed, with a spoon or similar
utensil.""” In order to avoid any questions of Tzovaya (coloring on Shabbos - see
Tzovaya, G/b-1), care should be taken not to stain the cloth further by spreading
the colored wine or beverage over a wider area.'" (Regarding clear drinks that
spilled, see Melabain Chapter IT, C/d.)

Plastic tablecloths (or plastic tablecloth liners) are of course completely
non-absorbent, and therefore pose no Shailos with squeezing and Mefarek, '™

¢) Washing dishes with a sponge or washcloth

One may not use a sponge or cloth for washing dishes on Shabbos or Yom
Tov because the scrubbing exerts pressure on the sponge, and inevitably causes
the absorbed water to be squeezed out. Even gentle wiping (e.g. when slowly
wiping a counter or table top) is forbidden to be done with a wet sponge, because
the need to grip the sponge while wiping will inevitably cause S’chitah at the
point where one’s fingers grasp the soft sponge material,'

e-1) A sponge made with a handle or vinyl backing

It is forbidden to wash dishes with a sponge even if the sponge is fashioned
with a handle or a vinyl backing."”' The pressure of scrubbing inevitably causes
- F % the absorbed liquid to become extracted from the sponge, which
=5 s an act of $'chitah, the Toldah of Dosh. (Causing any Melocho
Viny! Backed Sponge CONSEquence o oceur inevitably is prohibited under the
principle of P 'sik Reisha, see SECTION TWO, Chapter
I; A)

3 Notwithstanding the above, there is a Halachic

distinction between a sponge with a handle, and one
without. While vigorous rubbing or scrubbing is forbidden with any sponge,
gentle wiping is permitted with a wet sponge held by a handle or even a vinyl
backing. Gentle wiping is permitted because there is no need to grip the delicate
wet sponge material during the wiping, hence there is no certainty that squeezing
will occur.'?

Sponge with Hand]}
o

5. Dosh/Threshing

» Example:

One may gently wipe a table or counter with a wet sponge that has a
handle or vinyl backing.
In the case of gentle wiping, Schitah is not inevitable. Wiping with gentle
strokes is only a Davar Sh’aino Miskavain, and is therefore permitted.

¢-2) Wiping a spill with a dry sponge

According to some Poskim, a dry sponge (without  handle) should not be
used to wipe a spill, because once the sponge becomes wet, any further wiping
becomes forbidden'™ (as per e, earlier). However, a sponge with a handle or
vinyl backing may be used to absorb a spill, provided that the sponge is large
enough to absorb the entire spill at once, and that no pressure is exerted in the
process. (Regarding use of sponge mops to wipe floors on Shabbos, see
Melabain, Chapter II, C/e-5.)

¢-3) Scrubbing dishes with a sponge or cloth underwater

One may not wash dishes with a sponge or cloth, even if the serubbing is
done while the sponge is completely submerged, e.g. the dishes are being
scrubbed in a tub of water. The fact that water squeezed from the sponge is
instantly reabsorbed does not revoke the initial act of S'chitah,™*

f) Washing with 2 bottle brush

Brushes whose fibers are dense and soft may not be used for scrubbing when
wet, as they are subject to S’chitah.™ However, if the bristles are of stiff
synithetic material and are sparse enough not to hold water, then brushing is
permitted, The same is true of plastic-mesh or wire-mesh pads whose fibers or
coils are thin and whose netting is widely spaced. ™

1: Why §’chitah does not apply with very stiff brushes

§’chitah does not apply in these cases, because by definition, 8’chitah can
only occur when an absorbed liquid is extracted from a solid. If the liquid was
merely trapped, but never truly absorbed (as i the case with widely spaced bristle
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edible peels, 21, 0. Peels, seeds (pips) and bones are not muktzeh and may
seeds and be moved, if
bones 1) they are fit for human consumption or

2) they are fit for animal consumption and there is an

animal in the vicinity to whom they could be given,
b. Examples are orange peels, watermelon seeds and soft
bones.

2. a. 1) Peels, shells, fruit pits (stones), and bones are nedible
muktzeh and, except in certain circumstances, may peels, shells

not be moved, if pits and ¢. Peels, seeds and bones of this kind do become muktzeh if

8) they are fit for neither human nor animal " they are thrown away (for instance into a refuse bin or the

consumption or street) before Shabbath commences, but not if they are
thrown away on Shabbath.

b) they are fit for animal consumption, but there is no

P i ; d. By contrast, normal foodstuffs do not become muktzeh
animal in the vicinity to whom they could be given,

when one throws them into the refuse hin, even if one does

9) Nevertheless, one may remove such peels, shells, pits, 50 before Shabbath.
or hones from one's mouth with one’s fingers and put -
00 L
them on the plate. not yet made 28, 0. Foodstuffs which are not fit to be eaten because they have
fit for eating yet to be cooked or haked are muktzeh,
[247]
[248]




20:26 Sh*mirath Shabbath K*hilchathah

3) When cracking nuts, one should not retain the shells in
one’s hand for throwing away afterwards, but should
throw them away or put them on the plate imme-
diately upon cracking.

4) See Chapter 22, paragraphs 36 and 42, for the circum-
stances and manner in which inedible peels, shells,
pits, and bones may be cleared away.

5) For playing games with apricot pits see Chapter 18,
paragraph 10.

b. 1) The following are not muktzeh and may be moved,
unless one threw them away before Shabbath:
a) peels, shells, pits, or hones to which some of the
fruit or meat is still attached;
b) pits which contain some edible material inside
them (as is the case with certain kinds of apricot);
¢) bones which contain marrow,

2) It is irrelevant that one has no intention of eating the
remaining fruit or meat, the contents of the pit or the
marrow.

anohms naw navnw .24

d. On Yom Tov, bones and shells may be removed from the
table,
1) even if they are inedible to animals as well as to

human beings,

2) even if one does not find their presence offensive and
3) even with one’s hands,
so long as one requires the table to be cleared for the Yom
Tov meal. (See Chapter 21, paragraph 3.)

36. a. It follows from the above that bones, shells and the like, removing

although they are not fit for consumption even by inedible
animals, may be cleared off a table which one requires to bones, shells,

be clean etc., from the
1) by sweeping them off with a knife or with a dry clothor "%/
brush or

2) by shaking out the tablecloth on which they are lying.
b. Similarly, one may sweep the floor of a room one is using,
even if, in the act of sweeping, one will move an object
which is muktzeh. (See, however, Chapter 23, paragraphs
1and 2)
c. If one finds the litter of bones or shells on a table
offensive, one may remove them
1) even with one's hands and
2) even if one does not need to use the clean table,
in accordance with the principles set out in paragraph 42
below.

[289 ]

anohms naw navmw .25

MATTER OF A REPULSIVE NATURE

the principle 42, a. Anything which one finds offensive because of its repul-
sive nature may be removed on Shabbath, even with one's
hand —despite the fact that it is muktzeh—from a place
where it disturbs one and thrown in the garbage or down
the toilet.

b. Instances of items which could fall within this category
are excrement, refuse, bones (including those which are
not fit even for animal consumption), a dead mouse and
the carcass of a cat. ;

c. Items of this kind may be removed not enly from the
house, but also if they are, for example,

1) in such a position in the street* that they disturb
passers-by, or

2) in a place where their smell is a nuisance to people in
the vicinity.

dirty pots 43, A dirty pot, even if it is a keli she-melachto le-issur (see
Chapter 20, paragraph 15), may be taken back from the
dining room to the kitchen after it has been emptied.
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